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25X Hational Democratic Farty (NDP)

i. Younding and purpose. The MDF was instigated by the Russians for the purpose of
obtalining support for SED policies from those large segments of the Russian Zome
population, particularly the nationalistic elements, ~hich are opposed to the SED
itsell., To gtiract these groups into its organizstion the MDP does not demand any
partienlar ideology of its members and proclaims its sole aim to be the promotinn
of lermeny sand German interests. Partic.lar appeal is made to former YNazi party
members, professional soldiers, cte., Cver 50 percent of the members of the NDP
Tormeriy belonged to the NSDAP, 2nd s considerable part of the rest are former
officers and professional soldiers. Horever, the party's indifference toward
ideolony has led to & lack of party enthusiasm in the ranks of the members.

2. In bloc polities, the HDP supports the measures advocoted by the S5D, and hence the
55D, backed by the ¥DU and the Rauernpsrtei, musters three votes apainst the two of
the 1J0P-CDU faections. 0P lsaders are lor the most part former teachers in the anti-
fascist schools in the UGSH, and Tormer SCD members are to be found in many
Kreisvorstinde, in 211 Landesvorstindey and in the Hauptvorstand. The officials
running the business end of the lationel seitungsverlag are o1l SID members and are
in & position to keep the 500 informed on NDP affairs. llo-ever, cooperation between
the IDP and the SED is concealed as far ae pessible: NDD officials are forbidden to
enter SED offices, and every communicstion »ith the 51D has te be made by telerhone
{Permmiindlich) %o avoid an\exchange of letters between the twe parties.,

3. The appearance of the WIP's %rgan, the National Zeitung, preceded the founding of
the party. The paper was originally non-nartisan, end, by Russian Zone standards,
amazingly unbiased. From readers of {this newspaper a commiittee was formad for
establishin~ the party. To this committee, constituted in Halle, belengud anong. sthers
Stadtbaurat Professor Heilmsnn, Replerungsrat Ctto Hilhle, ond !'ax Schneijer. The
real objectives of the party were rather effectively concealed from the rank-and-file
members.

h. Orgenization.

a, Hauotvorstand (“ain Ixtecutive Commlttee)

Chairman Ir. Lothar Bolz inister flir Aufbau in the DDR; emizrated to
: Hussia durins 'itler's resime and taupht in PV
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Vico~chajr an Vincenz "#1ler Forner comveander of the Third

Artiliery Corps, who was in Hussian
captivitys formerly chief of staff of
whe Urenzpolizei und Lereitschaftens
appointed UOP polilical seeretary
Fevrvary or “srch 1919.

Poiltical Seeretary Heinrich lio mann aior in 83rd drtillery legiments
member NiFD; disliked because of his
arroant dictatorial disnosition.

Fress ©: ladio Vacant

Business Chairman Younw, lively, imarinative, and

{Laufm¥nnischer clever person; - ife is owner of the

GeschBltsihrer) fnu Brauns "Berolina-ieklame-Gesellechalt",

throush wiich most of the party
propaganda is directed.

Teonomic fmu Reinwarth “as working for the NDP Kreisvorstand

(“irtschalt Piv. in krfurt; for a short time was chiefl
editor of the National Zeitung,
succeeding Albrecht Albert.

Youth Sectien Yorst Kriter Imediately upon his return from
the Antifa School in the USSR in
esrly 1949, was appointed to the
©WIOT'8 Youth Section.

Vorien'! sbection unkncn to source

Politicnl Studies

Section Siefpied Jallmann Previous history unkno n

Creater berlin landesverband

Chiairmen f1fred .underlich At present on leave of absence to
serve as Staatssekretidr in the ODi's
Vinistry of Industry, | .

Politiesl fnu von [ienke Yormer general, who came recently

Secretary (1) : from ilussia, and, accorcin to a
nervspaper account, visited Dr. Rolsz
and became a member of the NDP
Landesvorstand Gross Berlin imme-
dlately after the conference.

Business Flaus Schippan For & time putlications director of
Chsirman the National Zeiturnsr
Press % Radio Dr. Peeck {2) rt present deputy of Vurderlich. (3)

Vax Schneider (1) Cne of the founders of the party; for
a short tiwe director o” the ¥DP
school in ‘meckow,
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25X1 Touth Section E. londscher Previcus history unkno‘s'n:l
25X1

Yomem?'s Dection |Vacant., 25X1
2. BSaxony-Anhalt Landesverberd
Chairman Prof. Adolf Heilmarm Stadtbeourst; replaced ns chairman
in fugust or Septe-ber 1949
because ol his attitude torard
the Wi (L),
Tr. Ctte Alhle Cne of the fcunders of the N2P;
Regierungsrat and later
Cberregierungsrat in the Saxony-
/nhalt govermment, bui tcok a
leave of sbsence from his
official position to do party
work; since early Cctoher =
Doctor of Philosophy.
Political Siegfried Kollecker £ zcod acquaintence of Ihle’s
Secretary from the USSR; becavse of a
speech defect is hardly suitable
for public gatherincs.,
Tomen's HSection Frau PHihle Cri~inally tressurer, but later
relieved of this nost because
of her marital comection with
the chairman.
Youth Section Rolf Schneider Former FDJ official in “ernigerode.
TPolitical Studies f{mu F¥rster Former ISIAP.
usiness Chairman Inu Ziehne Jifted; through his connection
in the west, has been avle to
supply Saxony-2nhalt and the
zone committee ~ith various
scerce items.
d. Necklenburz Landesverband
Chairman Jonny Lthr Former SZD officisl; now represented
to a certain extent' in the &)
Landesverband by his wife.
Executive fnu Rerger
{Ceschifts{lihrer)
e. Saxony Landesverband
Chsirman 7i1 mos Korn {E)

CURPTDINTILNY
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T+ Thurin-ia Iandesverband

The offices are in Erfurt, Assignment of pcsts not available

at present, (6)

e

Arandenburs Iandesverbang

Chairmen Jr. Yoktzenbur: Since IOh?.has been in two
different narties, Tinslly be-
care CJU official. (7)

Sress & oladio Inu Taube TIives in Scr8neiche near Berlin.

The IOP has 106 Xreisverblnde, one in every Kreis in the Soviet Zone. Zach
Xreis has on the averaze 100~150 menbers. The ‘organization of Crtsverbinde
is still far from complete, larzely because of the diffienlty of finding
peonle in the small communities who want to engage actively in politics. The
total MOP membership as of November 1949 was 20,000 - 23,000,

Finances. The ¥DP's financial situstion is extremely strained because its
bureaucracy hss been expanded out of proportion to the size of is membership.
In addition . o the money received from membership dues, which smount to one

D" a month, each Kreisverband requires a monthly extra allowance of 600-1000 D,
usually 1000 DM. To this are added exorbitant expenses lor wages, rent,

car maintenance, etc. {or the Landesverbinde and the Hauptvorstend. Rather than
outright financial support, rhich apparently seemed too blunt to the 8N4, a
large quantity of paper was placad at the disposal of the NDP for use in

their publicaticns.

The @3}%3@&1 Zeiturg sells for Live pfemnig & copy and ap aabil & November
bad yielided {50,000 M. Since this, however, was insuffigient, additional
publications were instituted: the National Zeitung am Montag, a sports

paper, and the Deutsche Voche, a weekly magezine. Despite these, as of 6
November 1949 not a single bill for printing had beer: paid the Deutsche
Woche printing house, the VEB Berliner Druckhans, and there were imsafficiont,
Tinds for any current expenses other than salaries.

As a means of providing a greater income, a specisl edition for the Hslle area,
the liallesche Wational seitung, appearing three times s week, vag to be
published commencing 12 Jovember. This paper is to include local news itens
and local advertisements. If the experiment in I'alle is a success, the ND?
will institute similar publications in all the provinces of the Soviet Zone.
Additional paper for these nevspapers has been approved by the SiiA. The
llallesche Hationsl Zeitun- +as to be published in the Jruckerei belt in Halle,
vhich was leased by Lhc party to avoid expropristion. The Tormer owner of
this printing concern was to contimue to direct the firm.

Hational Zeitunzsverlag C.m.b.0l.

The National Zeitunssverlag G.m.b.l. was orizinally a private liability
company, -hose associstes {Gesellschafter) included Prauns, Max Schneider,

Dr. Iothar Holz, snd /lbrecht Albert, all of whom later became party offliciasls.
}Tter the establishnent of the HDP, the Verlas was taken over legally
(Iizenzm#ssig) by the party.
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10, Cational deivun-sverlag Gilthecials.

2. Dasiness managenent

Director i1fred Glinther

rdvertising Vanszer Herber' Volfl

b. National Zeitun< editors

Zditor-in-Chief #1bert Albrecht

fmy Jeinwarth

T Berg

rssistant Editor- fm Stritzkowsky
in-Chiefl and
Political Hditor

Culture Lditor fmu Zander
Sports kEditor fm Kuhnert
Picture and Copy fm “oritz
Tditor

Readers! fru Thiame
Correspondencea

Lditor

25X1

Becane director in fpril 19.9;
Tor-erly chiel bookkeeper for the
Yerlag; a “ajor in itlerts Army:
employs several of his Tormer
acguaintances: secretsry Rudi
(tten snd purcheser 7illi lasten,
his former orderly and truck
driver.

Former editor of the BZ (Derliner
Zeitunz ) am Abend; Suddenly
remcved from his position mith the
Hational Zeitung, btut still lives
in his Berlin apartrent and is
thinking of publishin<: another
paper licensed in the Soviet Zoneg
his several trinps to the “estern
Zones {huiwland area’ have
zpparently veen unsuccessful.

Alvert's succescor; member of the
HDP {lemptvorstand, iiconomic Division,

Editor as of & Novenber 19.9;
21legedly from the west.

.. néitor of the Hationsl Zeitun: am *'ontag, the sports paper.

Editor-in~Chief Br. Lipnert

d. Dditors of the Jeutsche oche.

Lditor—-in-Chiefl fmu P{a’{enbach

fru Dittmer

teferent fmx Stiiver

COMFIDERTI L

%t the same time publisher of
the Jeimarer fbendpost.

tember of the IUP Mauptvorstand;
editor only in name.

tctual editer-in-chicf, but for
some peliticsl reason stemming
from the Yazi era, cannot hold a
license officially.
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P fuseisn atency dealins with the “ational Zeltuneswvard
of Information, Berlinl ichtenover:, Hormamnsirasse.  The
porticulsrly concerned - ith tho Verlagis affairs ave the

Coloncl Vallach (Sachbesrbeiter)
Pirst It. Jollupkov
First It. iavushkim

Volunie of publications. The paper contingent issued by the 4 to the 1DP

is as Tollows: Hebional Ze tung 130 metric tons; Nationsl Zeituns sm liemtag

(0 tensy Deutsche woohe 270 tons. Circulation of the tational Jeituns is
Hom il LOChe

ol Zeituns an Contag 125,000; of the Deutscho wocke
130,000, The safionsl ‘eituns, which appears five times a Teek, 15 usually
Six pages lon:, Thou~h it ORCE was eight pages; the Naotional Zeltung am
Montaz consists of edicht pages eppearing once a week; Lhe Deuksohs T+ oohe
Is sixteen pages long. She publicztions sell for five pfenriz a 2opy, o
which the two nowspapers make n clear profiit of 2.2 pfenniz ner sold CoOpy.
a

#5 of & lovember no complete caleulations on Deutsche Voche profits had been
—— e 222
made,

Printinz, The two newspapers arc printed in the 543 Druck und Papier,
Schiftzénstrasse 90, the former 7R Druckerei, where the THgliche Rundscheu is
also printed. The Deutsche i.oche is printed al the VER Berither

Druckhaus, Linienstrasse, formerly the municipsl couneil wrianting houss.

Contents of the Wational Zeiturg, The leading articles, -hich are based on
current politieal events, are usually written at the last mimute by various
members of the FDT Heupivorstand znd the Landesverb¥nde. 411 articles mist
be cleared by the embers of the various Vorstinde, —hich also sel up
defirite prerequisites. Thre fussian Jureau of Information ~ives almost
drily so-called "required announcecents ("Pflichtmeldungen"), vhich are
telegravhed to the peper by the ADY or ere picked up personally by the
chief editor from the SIA. lews rom the west or from the various news
agenciss {presumably western) may be vrinted only on the express approval of
the SLA. Towever, zithoush in the verinning Aussisn control ofTicers
appeared almost daily at the istional Zeltungsverlan, as of 6 NHoverber no

£

Aussisn officers had attended an editorial stalf meeting Tor several wonihs.

There have often been disagrecments mmon- the editorial staff, since some
members complained sbout the nublieztions! policy of coloring news items,
painting the nevs only in terms of block and white (Schwarz_weissmmxlere;}.
To this /lbrecht always replied, "I would rather have no one buy the
Nationel Zeitung then to be imprisensgd beesuse of violation of 54
Journalist re ulations." The 8 also complained vhon the Deutsche Voche,
consciously and to on intensified degree, played on the erolic sentiment: of
Its readers in its first issues. The SHA has strictly Torbidden such

items in the future, alle giny that they are the result of westers infaction.

NDP Sehool for Wational Politics

In fpril 1949, the 40P established its School for ationsl Polities in tre
former Seehotel in Fukow, which the party had purchased aond completely
renovated. ELasch course lasts four weeks and has 60 students from the various
¥reis and land committees. Tectures are given by members of the M)P
Hauptvorstand and the LandesverbBnde. St reading naterisl is used on the
vretext that no other histery reading material is available in the Soviet
Zone, twt it has been received very coldly by the students.

iistery as tauw hit at the school follovs the ‘isrxian line very closely.
Intercsting to note is the praise ~iven to Mswarck as a vrogressive in the
creation of social lezislation and in is policy to'ard Zussia. Cchrachep
nd the 57D are attacked more violently than the bovr:eois~rzactionary
cireles. Defense of the Cder-Ye isce 1line has caused dissension amon~ the
pupils.
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(1) I "ax
Schneider is politicel secretary of the Rerlin Iandesverband snd also
scting editor-in-chiel of the llationsl Zeitung, replacing Mbert Albrecht.
fehneider was then expected to ve replaced ss editor of the paper.
fecording to the nresent repori, hovwever, Reinvarth succeeded flhirecht,

I snd the editor as of 6 "ovember was Rerg. |
|

{2) 1!is newe ~as previously received as Dr. Joachim Peck.

{3) | |?r. Peck
was 10rmerly NOLiliCrl sceretary oyl Thop Tas nul in ChAr-e ol Lhe [ress
snd Radio Divis'on. The repor®t also stated thatSfme ven Iens'ti, Toraer
brigadier genersl, was to becorc vice-chalr-sn vnder " underlich.

() Dr. In-. Jakob Adolf ieilmann was a member of the DU 19L0.hil, but left
the 10 and tried to join the SWD.'

{2) Vilmos Korn is an ex-Luftwaffe lauptmann, ex~XPD/SED. Cther Saxony HDP
: officinls, as of April 1919, were as follows:

Political Training fmu fdam Oberresierungsrat; ex-Colonel
and cliel adjutent to Paulus;
returned from the USSR in 1ISL7.

Press frm von Frankenburg Px-luftwalfe major; was a PV
in USSR,

Personnel vacenis; formerly “eber, who disappeared in March 1949.
Txecutive fm Kreller Pusinessman; no politiceal
{Geschi&{ts{ithrer) background. .

{(6) trecordinr to previous reports, Cunther Tudwi~ is chairman of the Thuringia
T andesverbande.

(7) Or. Gswald FKpltzenbur- has previously been reported to have been a member
of the CDU, §7D, and the Volkskammer. Ile is a jurist and mayer of
Uagzdebury.

(8) Cther RBrandenburg MDP officials are:

Yice-chairman larianne Cossmann  Former 55D functionsry; atterded
all party schools; member
Volkskanmer.

Dept. Commercizl fmu Hzensch vazi mayor in fast TPrussiag

Politics former NSDAD.
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